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Key Vocabulary 

natural 

resources 

 Materials or substances that occur in nature.  Not 

man-made 

renewable A natural material that can be replaced once used. 

non-

renewable 

A natural resource that will run out in time. 

sustainable Able to be maintained at a certain rate or level. 

fossil fuels Oil, coal and natural gas.  Formed from the remains of 

plants, animals and other living things a long time ago.  

A non-renewable natural resource.   

raw 

material 

An unprocessed natural resource.  A basic material 

that can be used to produce something else. 

carbon 

neutral 

Balancing carbon dioxide emissions with removal or 

elimination of emissions. 

green 

energy 

Energy from natural sources such as the sun, wind, 

tides, plants, algae and heat. 

global Relating to the whole world 

biomass Organic matter that can be used as fuel especially in a 

power station for the generation of electricity. 

turbines A machine for producing continuous power in which a 

wheel or motor is made to revolve by a fast-moving 

flow of water, steam, gas or air. 

trade The action of buying and selling goods and services 

population The number of people who live in a particular place 

population 

density 

The measurement of population per unit area. 

food mile A mile over which a food item is transported during 

the journey from producer to consumer. 
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