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Key Vocabulary 

Continent 
A continent is a massive area of land that is separated 
from other areas of land by water or natural features. 

Country An area of land controlled by a government. There 
may me many countries in one continent. 

Island An island is an area of land smaller than a continent 
that is entirely surrounded by water.  

City A large town. 

Town 
A built-up area with a name, defined boundaries, 
and local government, that is larger than a village 
and generally smaller than a city. 

Village 
A group of houses and associated buildings, larger 
than a hamlet and smaller than a town, situated in a 
rural area. 

Hamlet 
A small settlement, generally one smaller than a 
village. 

County 
A territorial division of some countries.  

Example: Are you going to the Berkshire county fair? 

Physical 
features 

Something which is natural – it occurs naturally 
in nature.  

E.g. land, water within a land, soil, trees and  

Human 
features  

Something man-made / made by a human being. 
E.g. Buildings, roads and houses. 

Contour 
lines  

A contour line joins points of equal elevation 
(height) above a given level, such as sea level. A 
contour map is a map illustrated with contour 
lines, which shows valleys and hills, and the 
steepness or gentleness of slopes. 
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