Year 5 — Electric Cars

Prior Leammg

f/ea‘rz’c/z‘y Mechanics From Year | and across the curriculum, children have been learning about circuits and electréctty. In Science
lessons they have been using motors but this will combine scientific and mechanical /enowledge by as/eing the
children to make an electric moving car.
Key vacabulary and information

Axle A rod or spmdle (either ﬁxed or rotatmg) passing through the centre of a wheel or group of wheels.

Chassis The base frame of a car, carriage, or other wheeled vehicle.

Wheels A circular abject that revolves on an axle and is flxed below a vehicle or other object to enable it to move
Qaslly over the graund.

Batterg A store of electric(ty

Pulleys A ,oulley isa loop of rope over one or more wheels.

Circuit Electric circuit, path for transmitting electric current. An electric circuit includes a device that gives energy to
the charged particles constitutmg the current, such as a battery or a generator; devices that use current, such
as lamps, electric motors, or computers; and the cormecting wires or transmission lines.

power an electric

An example of Electric cars function by
a battery plugging into a charge point
oloo,rated car and ta/emg electrlctty from the
project. gr(d. They store the Qlectrlclty

in rechargeable batteries that

motor, which

turns the wheels.

Examples of Electric cards

Nissan Leaf
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