Food banks: Number of children needing help more than doubles, Trussell Trust says
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The number of children using food banks has more than doubled since this time last year, according to the the Trussell Trust.
The charity, which runs many food banks across the country, compared the number during the last two weeks of March 2020 with the same time period last year.
It said the number of emergency parcels for children was more than double the amount issued at the same time last year.
It said there was a 122% rise, from under 18,000 to more than 39,000, in the last two weeks of March.
Why is this happening?
The Trussell Trust says this is the busiest it has ever been, with the economic impact of coronavirus and lockdown one of the reasons given.
After lockdown was announced on 23 March, it said it had its busiest ever time - it issued 50,000 food parcels in the space of a week, an increase of 81%.
This is because some people have lost their jobs and others are earning less than usual.
It says the figures - which come from info from 70% of the network's 432 members - shows that people are struggling with the amount of money they were receiving from working or benefits.
"It's not right that this has meant some of us don't have enough money for essentials and are being pushed to food banks," said Trussell Trust chief executive Emma Revie.
The Trust runs more than 1,200 food banks across the UK - which is about two-thirds of the country's food banks.
Meanwhile food banks run by a different group, the Independent Food Aid Network (IFAN), have also seen a big increase in the number of people using their services, even over the course of a month.
Between February and March 2020 it a reported a 59% increase - which it says means the number of people using foodbanks is 17 times higher than this time last year.
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