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Aphrodite was known as

the goddess of love. But,

fearing that her beauty

might easily lead to war,
Zeus had her married to
Hephaestus, who was

thought to be hideous.

Apollo, the son of Zeus,
was the god of prophecy,
music, poetry and truth,
and was portrayed as an
athletic youth. People
turned to him for healing

and protection from evil.

)
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Hermes could fly quickly
between the gods on
Olympus and humans
on Earth. Often sculpted
with wings on his helmet
or sandals, he was the

messenger of the gods.
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Now go to the next page and answer the questions. Remember you can come
back and check the text for clues at any time.
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o Match each word to one that means the opposite. One has been done for you.
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e In the descriptions of the Greek gods, find words that mean the following:
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o In the descriptions of the Greek gods, find words that mean the following:

Meaning Word

met or came across

only one of its kind

creating something by heating and

hammering

very ugly

a prediction of a future event

e Can you think of other words for these?
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creating something by heating and

hammering

very ugly

a prediction of a future event

e Can you think of other words for these?

thunderbolt

ancient

fearing
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THE GODS OF ANCIENT GREECE

Zeus was the god of the
sky and thunder. He was
king of the gods, able to
unleash his thunderbolt
if he ever encountered a
situation that angered or

caused him annoyance.

Hephaestus was the god
of blacksmiths, fire and
volcanoes. He worked in
his own palace on Mount
Olympus, forging winged
helmets, weapons, and

chariots for other gods.

Athena was the goddess
of wisdom, civilisation,
artand justice. Because
of her unique qualities,
Greeks worshipped her

as the protector of the

ancient city of Athens.
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