
After they had eaten, they remained 
in their places, awaiting Professor 
McGonagall’s descent from the 
staff table. The distribution of 
timetables was more complicated 
than usual this year, for Professor 
McGonagall needed first to confirm 
that everybody had achieved the 
necessary O.W.L. grades to 
continue with their chosen 
N.E.W.T.s.

Hermione was immediately cleared 
to continue with Charms, Defence 
Against the Dark Arks, 
Transfiguration, Herbology, 
Arithmancy, Ancient Runes and 
Potions, and shot off to a first-
period Ancient Runes class without 
further ado. Neville took a little 
longer to sort out; his round face 
was anxious as Professor 
McGonagall looked down his 
application and then consulted his 
O.W.L. results. 
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