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ANKY VAN GRUSVEN
NETHERLANDS
EQUESTRIAN
1968-
Van Grusven won gold in the individual dressage in every Olympics this decade, and won silver or gold at every Games since 1992 for a total of eight medals.
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EVGENI PLUSHENKO
RUSSIA
FIGURE SKATING
1982-
He set a world record score in Torino to win gold and won the bronze in Salt Lake City. His name is synonymous with exciting skating.
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KERRI WALSH AND MISTY MAY-TREANOR

UNITED STATES
BEACH VOLLEYBALL

1977 – and 1978 -
Gold medalists at both the 2004 and 2008 Summer Olympics as well as winning 112 straight matches this decade. They have been called "the greatest beach volleyball team of all time."
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BUVAISAR SAITIEV 

RUSSIA

FREESTYLE WRESTLING

1975 – 

The most dominant wrestler to take the mat in recent history. In 11 world-level tournaments this decade, he won nine including two Olympic gold medals at 74 kg.
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LISA LESLIE

UNITED STATES 

BASKETBALL
1972 - 

She is a three-time WNBA MVP and a four-time Olympic gold medal winner. As a 6'5" forward she was the first player to dunk in a WNBA game.
[image: image3.jpg]



GUO JINGJING


CHINA


DIVING
1981 - 
2 Gold medals each for the 3m and synchronized springboard from 2004 and 2008, as well as 2 silver medals from 2000.  She has won more Olympic medals than any other female diver.
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USAIN BOLT


JAMAICA

TRACK AND FIELD

1986 – 
Usain Bolt won three golds in Beijing, (100m, 200m records and 4x100m)

He was the first man to set world records in all three at a single Olympics. 
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VERONICA CAMPBELL-BROWN


JAMAICA


TRACK AND FIELD

1982-

A five-time Olympic medalist, she is the reigning 200 metres champion. At the 2008 Olympics, she became the second woman in history to win two consecutive Olympic 200 m events.
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APOLLO ANTON OHNO

UNITED STATES

SPEEDSKATING

1982 - 

An eight-time medalist (two gold, two silver, four bronze) in the Winter Olympics. He is the most decorated American Winter Olympic athlete of all time.
[image: image66.jpg]


MICHAEL PHELPS


UNITED STATES


SWIMMING

1985- 

 While competing in just two Olympics, he has earned 14 gold and two bronze medals. His eight gold medals in Beijing was not just a record, but was an amazing athletic feat that we won't likely see again.
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CARL LEWIS


UNITED STATES


TRACK AND FIELD
1961-
Won 10 Olympic medals including 9 gold (long jump, 100m and 4x100). One of only three athletes to win the same individual event at four Olympics (long jump). IAAF world male athlete of the 20th Century.
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PAAVO NURMI
FINLAND

TRACK AND FIELD
1897 – 1973
Won nine Olympic gold medals all from running. Is the only athlete to win five golds in one Games, which he achieved in 1924, and he holds the record for number of medals won (12).
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JACKIE JOYNER – KERSEE

UNITED STATES
TRACK AND FIELD

1962 - 

Ranked among the all-time greatest athletes in the women's heptathlon as well as in the women's long jump. She won three gold, one silver, and two bronze Olympic medals (long jump and heptathlon).



EMIL ZATOPEK


CZECH REPUBLIC

TRACK AND FIELD

1922-2000
Emil Zatopek and his wife, Dana, won Olympic gold medals on the same day (5000m and javelin respectively). Three days later, Emil ran his 1st marathon, winning the 4th gold of his career and becoming the first athlete to triumph in the 5,000m, 10,000m and marathon at one Games.
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LASSE VIREN


FINLAND

TRACK AND FIELD
1949-
Winner of four gold medals at the 1972 and 1976 Summer Olympics (5000m and 10000m). During his first final, he stumbled and fell just before halfway but got up to win in a world record time. 
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MICHAEL JOHNSON

UNITED STATES

TRACK AND FIELD

1967 – 

Won 4 Olympic gold medals and was crowned world champion 8 times. His 200m world record of 19.32sec was stunning as he lowered the world record by 0.34sec! Tied with Carl Lewis for the most medals won by any athlete in history.
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BOB BEAMAN


UNITED STATES


TRACK AND FIELD

1946-

One Olympics, one medal, one giant leap into the Olympic hall of fame. Beamon bypassed 28 feet on the way to taking the world record from 27ft 5in to 29ft 2½in.



JESSE OWENS


UNITED STATES

TRACK AND FIELD
1913-1980

Won four gold medals: 100m, 200m, the long jump, and 4x100m relay team in the 1936 Olympics. He also set six world records in 45 minutes on one May afternoon in 1935. 



FRANCINA BLANKERS-KOEN

NETHERLANDS

TRACK AND FIELD
1918-2004

Named IAAF world woman athlete of the 20th Century, Blankers-Koen is the only woman to win four gold medals at one Olympics.
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AL OERTER


UNITED STATES


DISCUS
1936-2007

One of only three men to win the same event at four successive Olympics (1956, 1960, 1964, 1968) – Carl Lewis and Ray Ewry are the others – Al Oerter broke the Olympic discus record on each occasion. In other words, he kept getting better.
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ROBERT KORZENIOWSKI

POLAND

RACEWALKER

1968 -

Won three successive Olympic 50 kilometres walks (1996, 2000, 2004), an event in which no other athlete has successfully defended the title. He is the only man to win both walks, 20 kilometres and 50 kilometres, at one Olympics (2000).
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MEYER PRINSTEIN

UNITED STATES

TRACK AND FIELD
1878-1925
The only man to win the long jump and triple jump at one Olympics, which he succeeded in doing in 1904. He won both events on the same day.
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SEBASTIAN COE

GREAT BRITAIN

TRACK AND FIELD
1956-
Won two Olympic golds (1500m), two Olympic silvers (800m) and smashed 12 world records 

Became the first man to retain the 1,500 metres title.
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DICK FOSBURY

UNITED STATES

HIGH JUMP
1947-

Almost 40 years after winning high jump gold at 21, the backwards technique which Dick Fosbury invented and which carries his name – the Fosbury Flop – is the one used by the world’s top competitors.
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JOHN FLANAGAN


UNITED STATES


HAMMER
1873-1938

The Irish-born John Flanagan is regarded as the pioneer of modern hammer throwing and, his three Olympic gold medals apart (1900, 1904, 1908), he is noted for setting a world record at the age of 41
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DALEY THOMPSON


GREAT BRITAIN

DECATHLON
1958 -
Won the decathlon gold medal at the Olympic Games in 1980 and 1984, and broke the world record for the event four times.
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HAILE GEBRSELASSIE


ETHIOPIA
TRACK AND FIELD
1973 – 
He has broken 27 world records and won numerous Olympic (10000m gold 1996, 2000) and World Championship titles, and is widely considered one of the greatest distance runners in history 
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GORDAN BANKS

ENGLAND


FOOTBALL

1937 –
England's goalkeeper on the greatest day in the countries footballing history – winning the world cup in 1966. He produced the Save of the Century from Brazilian legend Pelé 
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DAVID BECKHAM

ENGLAND

FOOTBALL

1975 - 

England's most-capped outfield player with 115 appearances. Twice runner-up for FIFA World Player of the Year. Captain of England from 2000 until the 2006 FIFA World Cup finals.
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GEORGE BEST

NORTHERN IRELAND

FOOTBALL

1946-2005

Game combined pace, acceleration, balance, two-footedness, goalscoring and the ability to beat defenders. He won the European Cup with Manchester United, and was named the European Footballer of the Year.
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ERIC CANTONA

FRANCE

FOOTBALL

1966 - 

Won four Premier League titles in five years, including two League and FA Cup Doubles. Was voted as Manchester United's player of the century.
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BOBBY CHARLTON

ENGLAND

FOOTBALL

1937 – 

Won the World Cup and was named the European Footballer of the Year in 1966. Played for Man U where he became renowned for his attacking instincts from midfield and his ferocious long-range shot.
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JOHAN CRUFF

ENGLAND

FOOTBALL

1947 - 

Won the Ballon d'Or three times, in 1971, 1973 and 1974.  Was one of the most famous exponents of the football philosophy known as Total Football and is widely regarded as one of the greatest players of all time.




DIXIE DEAN

ENGLAND 

FOOTBALL

1907-1980

Scored 100 goals in a season, 60 of which were in the league - a record which stands to this day

He was the first football player to wear the "number 9" shirt in club football.
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ALFREDO DI STEFANO

ITALIAN

FOOTBALL

1926 – 

He is most associated with Real Madrid and was instrumental in their domination of the European Champions' Cup during the 1950s, a period in which the club won the trophy in five consecutive seasons from 1956. 
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PAUL GASCOIGNE

ENGLAND

FOOTBALL

1967 – 

Gazza was the most natural player of his generation. He came to the fore during the 1990 World Cup Finals in Italy, where he helped England to the brink of the Final.
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RYAN GIGGS

WALES

FOOTBALL

1973 –

The most decorated player in English football history. He became the first footballer to collect 11 top division English league title medals. He is the only player to have played and scored in every single season of the Premier League since its inception.
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JIMMY GREAVES

ENGLAND

FOOTBALL

1940 – 

England's third highest international goalscorer and the highest goalscorer in the history of English top flight football.
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RUUD GULLIT

NETHERLANDS

FOOTBALL

1962 – 

Captain of the Netherlands national team that was victorious at Euro 88. He was named the European Footballer of the Year in 1987 and the World Soccer Player of the Year in 1987 and 1989
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PELE

BRAZIL

FOOTBALL

1940 - 

Widely regarded as the greatest footballer of all time. He is the all-time leading scorer of the Brazil national football team and is the only footballer to be a part of three World Cup-winning squads.
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RONALDO LUIS NAZARIO DE LIMA

BRAZIL

FOOTBALL

1976 -

One of only two men to have won the FIFA Player of the Year award three times. Part of the Brazilian squad that won the 1994, and 2002 World Cups. He is the highest goalscorer in the history of the World Cup (2006) with 15 goals.
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ZINEDINE ZIDANE

FRANCE

FOOTBALL

1972 – 

One of only two men to have won the FIFA Player of the Year award three times. Widely regarded as one of the best players of all time, and one of the select few who have captured all top national and club honors.
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DIEGO MARADONA
ARGENTINA 
FOOTBALL

1960-
He played in four FIFA World Cup tournaments, including the 1986 World Cup where he captained Argentina and led them to their victory over West Germany in the final, winning the Golden Ball award as the tournament's best player.
[image: image84.jpg]



DANNY BLANCHFLOWER

NORTHERN IRELAND

FOOTBALL

1926-1993

He is remembered as one of the great tacticians in the history of the game, renowned for his passing, and as an outstanding right-half. Captained Spurs in the 1960/61 season to a record breaking first 11 games win on the trot in top flight of English football.
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GLENN HODDLE

ENGLAND

FOOTBALL

1957 - 

English football manager and former footballer who played as an attacking midfielder for Tottenham Hotspur, AS Monaco, Chelsea and Swindon Town and at international level for England.
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GARY LINEKER

ENGLAND

FOOTBALL

1960 - 
England's top scorer in the World Cup finals, with 10 goals and received the Golden Boot, the only time an Englishman has achieved this feat. Gained 80 caps and scored 48 goals, finishing as England's all-time 2nd highest scorer. He is noted for never having been cautioned or sent off by a referee during his professional career.
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JURGEN KLINSMANN

GERMANY

FOOTBALL

1964 - 

Won the 1990 World Cup and the 1996 UEFA European Championship and was one of Germany's premier strikers during the 90s. He scored in all 6 major international tournaments he participated, from Euro 1988 to 1998 World Cup.
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OSVALDO (OSSIE) ARDILES

ARGENTINA


FOOTBALL

1952 – 

Won the world cup in 1978 with argentine and also won the FA Cup in 1981 and 1982 and the UEFA Cup in 1984 with Spurs as a player. Promoted Swindon Town to old Division One (now Premier League) in 1990 as manager.
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RONALDINHO 

BRAZIL 


FOOTBALL

1980 –

Helped Brazil win their 5th world cup in 2002 and is widely regarded as one of the most gifted footballers of his generation. He is a free-kick specialist and has exceptional dribbling ability.
[image: image28.jpg]



DAVE MACKAY

SCOTLAND

FOOTBALL

1934

A powerful half back could beat a player just as easily as he could stop one in his tracks. Pushed Spurs to success in the Sixties, culminating in him captaining the side to victory in the 1967 FA Cup Final.
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PETE SAMPRAS

UNITED STATES

TENNIS

1971 – 

Won 14 Grand Slam men's singles titles and was the year-end World No. 1 for six consecutive years (1993–1998), a record for the open era and tied for third all-time.
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ROGER FEDERER

SWITZERLAND

TENNIS

1981 – 

Considered by many to be the greatest tennis player of all time, he has won a male record 16 Grand Slam singles titles. 
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BORIS BECKER

GERMANY

TENNIS

1967 - 

Youngest ever player to win Wimbledon, at the age of just 17. By the end of his career, Becker had won 49 Singles titles (including 6 Grand Slams) and 15 Doubles titles. 
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BJORN BORG

SWEDEN

TENNIS 

1956 – 

11 Grand Slam titles and the famous  winner of one of the greatest Men's Singles Finals  at Wimbledon Final in 1980 against McEnroe; the final score was 1-6, 7-5, 6-3, 6-7 (16-18), 8-6.
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JIMMY CONNERS

UNITED STATES

TENNIS

1952 – 

Won 109 titles during his career. He also is the only player to win the U.S. Open on all three surfaces on which it has been played: grass, clay and the hard court.
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ANDRE AGASSI

UNITED STATES

TENNIS

1970 – 
One of only five players in the history of the sport to have won all four Grand Slam titles and won eight Grand Slam tournaments.
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STEFFI GRAF

GERMANY

TENNIS

1969 - 

Won an incredible 22 Grand Slam tournaments, and accomplished the rare feat of winning all four Grand Slams in a single year (1988) and is also the only player to have won each of the four Grand Slams at least four times.



MARTINA HINGIS
SWITZERLAND

TENNIS

1980 - 
Youngest ever Wimbledon Champion when she and her partner won the Ladies Doubles title at 15. By 1997, she was 1st in the world rankings, had won the Wimbledon Ladies' Singles title and the Australian Open.
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BILLIE JEAN KING

UNITED STATES

TENNIS

1943 – 
Has won a whopping 39 Grand Slam victories (12 Singles, 16 Ladies' Doubles and 11 Mixed Doubles. Secured equal opportunities (and, controversially, equal prize money) for women in tennis.

[image: image37.jpg]



JOHN MCENROE

UNITED STATES

TENNIS

1959 – 
Won seven Grand Slam singles titles (three at Wimbledon and four at the US Open), nine Grand Slam men's doubles titles, and one Grand Slam mixed doubles title. 
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FRED PERRY

ENGLAND

TENNIS

1909-1995
He was the World No. 1 player for five years, four of them consecutive. Eight-time Slam winner, he is the last British male player to win any of tennis's Grand Slam events, and one of only six men in history to have won all 4 Grand Slam events.
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MONICA SELES

SERBIA
TENNIS

1973 – 
Became the youngest ever Champion of the French Open in 1990. She went on to win a further eight Grand Slam tournaments. Her career was interrupted in 1993 when she was stabbed in the back during a match in Hamburg in front of 6000 spectators.
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SERENA WILLIAMS

UNITED STATES

TENNIS

1981 – 
She has won a total of 23 career Grand Slams which include 11 singles titles, 2 mixed doubles and 10 in women’s double in order to become one the game's greatest all-time players.
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VENUS WILLIAMS

UNITED STATES

TENNIS

1980 – 

Won 21 Grand Slams which includes 7 in singles, 12 in women's doubles, and 2 in mixed doubles and has won 4 of the 6 Grand Slam singles tournaments held.
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SAMMY BAUGH

UNITED STATES

AMERICAN FOOTBALL

1914-2008

Made the forward pass the integral part of American Football that it is today and also regularly led the league in all three positions (quarterback, punter and cornerback) still holding quarterback and punting NFL records to this day.
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DARRELL GREEN

UNITED STATES

AMERICAN FOOTBALL

1960 – 

Regarded as the greatest cornerback to ever play the game.
One of the fastest ever players to be play in the NFL, Green won two superbowls, got 57 career interceptions and was a NFL ProBowl selection seven times.
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JIM BROWN
UNITED STATES

AMERICAN FOOTBALL

1936 – 

In only nine seasons, and playing largely with a 12-game schedule, he rushed for 12,312 yards. His 5.2-yard average remains the best among the game's top 20 all-time rushers.
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JERRY RICE
UNITED STATES

AMERICAN FOOTBALL

1962 – 

Regarded as the greatest wide receiver ever and one of the greatest players in NFL history and is also the all-time leader in every major statistical category for wide receivers and the all-time NFL leader in touchdowns scored with 208.
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JOE MONTANA

UNITED STATES

AMERICAN FOOTBALL

1956 – 

Started 4 Super Bowl games and the team won all of them Montana. He also had the highest passer rating in the (NFC) five times; and, in both 1987 and 1989, he had the highest passer rating in the entire NFL
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MICHAEL JORDAN
UNITED STATES

BASKETBALL

1963 – 
The greatest basketball player of all time. Won numerous awards including 5 MVP awards and the 1988 Defensive Player of the Year Award. He holds the NBA records for highest career regular-season scoring average (30.12 points per game).
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KOBE BRYANT

UNITED STATES

BASKETBALL

1978 – 

Led the NBA in scoring during the 2005-07 seasons, setting numerous scoring records in the process. In 2006, he scored a career high 81 points the second most points scored in a single game in NBA history.
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LEBRON JAMES

UNITED STATES

BASKETBALL

1984 – 

Set numerous youngest player records since joining the league. He was named the NBA Rookie of the Year in 2003–04, NBA Most Valuable Player in 2008–09 and 2009–10, and has been both All-NBA and an All-Star every season since 2005
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LARRY BIRD

UNITED STATES

BASKETBALL

1956 – 

Considered as one of the greatest players of all time. He won two NBA Finals MVP and three regular-season MVP awards winning them all in a row.
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MAGIC JOHNSON

UNITED STATES

BASKETBALL

1959 – 

Won a championship and an NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Award in his rookie season, and won four more championships with the Lakers. He led the league in regular-season assists four times, and is the NBA's all-time leader in assists per game, with an average of 11.2

[image: image52.jpg]



ELLEN MACARTHUR
ENGLAND

SAILING

1976 - 

On 7 February 2005 she broke the world record for the fastest solo circumnavigation of the globe, a feat which gained her international renown
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BEN AINSLIE

ENGLAND

SAILING

1977 – 

Three-times Olympic gold medalist. Was awarded the title of British Yachtsman of the Year in 1995, 1999, 2000 and 2002. He was elected ISAF World Sailor of the Year in 1998, 2002 and 2008.
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SIR STEVE REGRAVE

ENGLAND

ROWING

1962 – 

Won gold medals at five consecutive Olympic Games from 1984 to 2000. He has also won three Commonwealth Games gold medals and nine World Rowing Championships gold medals.
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MATTHEW PINSENT
ENGLAND

ROWING

1970 - 

During his rowing career, he won 10 world championship gold medals and four consecutive Olympic gold medals, three of which with Steve Redgrave.
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MA LIN

CHINA

TABLE TENNIS
1980 - 
Won gold in both the singles and team competitions in 2008. Holds a professional era record of 70 major titles (7 World Cups, 3 Olympic golds). 



JAN OVE WALDNER

SWEDEN

TABLE TENNIS

1965- 

Known as "the Mozart of table tennis". The only singles champion to win the World Championships without losing a game, popularised the ‘shake-hand’ grip and was known for inventing variations of common strokes during competitive matches. 
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BRIAN LARA

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

CRICKET

1969 – 

Record for the highest individual score in first-class cricket, with 501 not out in 1994.  Also holds the record for the highest individual score in a test innings after scoring 400 not out against England at Antigua in 2004. 
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SACHEN TENDULKAR
INDIA

CRICKET

1973 – 

Widely regarded as one of the greatest batsmen in the history of cricket. He is the leading run-scorer and century maker in Test and One Day International cricket. He has the record for the most runs scored in Test Cricket.
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DONALD BRADMAN

AUSTRALIA

CRICKET

1908-2001

Widely acknowledged as the greatest batsman of all time his career Test batting average of 99.94 has been claimed to be statistically the greatest achievement in any major sport.
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MUTTIAH MURALITHARAN

SRI LANKA

CRICKET

1972 – 
Without doubt the greatest off-spinner of all time. He has taken 735 wickets in Test matches. His highest average in all forms of the game is 23.00, in ODI, and he has a 19.06 average in first-class, having recorded well over 1,000 wickets. 
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SYDNEY BARNES

ENGLAND

CRICKET

1873-1967

The finest bowler in cricket history. In 27 Test matches he took 189 wickets at an average of 16.43 runs each and is ranked first in the LG ICC Best Ever Test Bowling rating.
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SHANE WARNE

AUSTRALIA

CRICKET

1969 – 

He took over 1000 international wickets (in Tests and One-Day Internationals)—he was the second bowler to reach this milestone after Muttiah Muralitharan
