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CHAPTER ONE

JAMES SMITH & SONS
UMBRELLA SHOP, LONDON, 1944

The grandfather clock had just struck five when Pip
Hanway saw Mr and Mrs Smith for the last time.
Watching them closely, with her whiskers twitching on
her checks, she peered out from under her umbrella
canopy and tightened her tail around the end of one of
its metal ribs, hoping more customers would soon visit
the shop to tell more stories of the far-flung places she
dreamed to see.

Mr Smith was standing behind the long mahogany
counter, smiling at his wife as she dusted the umbrellas
in the shop window. She flutered from one umbrella to
the next as the June sunlight poured inside, all the time
having no idea that a small family of mice were secretly
living inside her precious antique umbrella, occupying
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The Umhbrella Mouse
by Anna Fargher

. Whattime is it? What time  of year is it? (R — 2 marks)

. Select two phrases which shows. you Pip s not human (R - 2
mark)

. What does “pride of place” mean? (V - 1 mark)

. What did, Pip want to see? (R - 1 mark)

. What does the verb. “fluttered” tell yow ahout how she moved?
(1/E - 2 marks)

. Finish off the next sentence: “It had once helonged to the first
manwho...” (P/I -1 mark)
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pride of place at the front of the display.

Tt had once belonged to the first man to use an
umbrella in London, Jonas Hanway. His great-nephew
donated it to the first James Smith over a hundred years
before, and when Pips father's family moved into the
building shortly afterwards, they made the Hanway
umbrella their home. They became the first English
umbrella mice, so proud of their house and its owner
that they named themselves after Jonas Hanway himself.
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t started with a flash.
A green flash, as bright and quick as lightning, there
and then gone again. It happened so quickly that Suzy
wasn't sure she had seen anythingat all, although she raised her
head from her homework and looked about.

“What was that?” she asked.

“What was what, darling?” said her mother from the sofa,
where she and Suzy's father were both sprawled in a heap, sill
in their work clothes.

Suzy frowned. “Did you see it, Dad?”

“See what, sweetheart?” Her father was hunched over his
tablet, reading the news and muttering to himself about the
state of the government.
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The Train to Impossihle Places
by P.G. Bell (

. What does the word, “sprawled” mean? (V - 1 mark)

. What colour wus the green flash? (R - 1 mark)

. Select two phruses which show the parents are tired, (R — 2
marks)

. Find @ synonym in the text for uncontrotlable (V/R - 1 mark)

. Do you think Suzy likes homework? Explain yow- answer (I/E
- 2 marks
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“That green flash. Didn't either of you see it?”

“Hmmmm,” said her mother, shaking her braids loose whilst
trying to stifle an enormous yawn.

Her father looked around the room in bleary-eyed confusion.
“Ldidn't notice anything.”

Suzy pressed her lips together. Perhaps it had been the TV?
She peered over her mother's shoulder at the screen, but she
was watching another costume drama — men with tall hats
riding on horses in the countryside. No green flashes there.

“Youve been overdoing the homework again,” said her
father, scratching at his unruly mop of ginger hair. “Give your
eyes a rest and come and sit with us for a bit.”

“I'm almost finished,” Suzy said, and turned back to her
workbook.




