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Until he was four years old, James Henry Trotter
had a happy life. He lived peacefully with his
mother and father in a beautiful house beside the
sea. There were always plenty of other children for
him to play with, and there was the sandy beach
for him to run about on, and the ocean to paddle
in. It was the perfect life for a small boy.

Then, one day, James’s mother and father went
to London to do some shopping, and there a terrible
thing happened. Both of them suddenly got eaten
up (in full daylight, mind you, and on a crowded
street) by an enormous angry rhinoceros which
had escaped from the London Zoo.

Now this, as you can well imagine, was a rather
nasty experience for two such gentle parents. But
in the long run it was far nastier for James than it
was for them. Their troubles were all over in a jiffy.
They were dead and gone in thirty-five seconds
flat. Poor James, on the ather hand, was still very
much alive, and all at once he found himself alone
and frightened in a vast unfriendly world. The
lovely house by the seaside had to be sold immedi-
ately, and the little boy, carrying nothing but a
small suitcase containing a pair of pyjamas and a
toothbrush, was sent away to live with his two
aunts.

Their names were Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker,
and I am sorry to say that they were both really
horrible people. They were selfish and lazy and
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My Cousin is @ Time Traveller
by David Solomons

What does the word, “rampaging” mean? (V - 1 mark)

What joh does Zack have? What is he? (R — 1 mark)

What is the alien called? (R - 1 mark)

Select the word which shows Zack mentioned, his powers more
than once (R/V — 1 mark)

How do you think the narrator is related to Zack? Explain (I/E
- 2 marks)
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He was out there now, no doubt rescuing
some small child from a rampaging robot, or catching a
falling plane, or rounding up some criminal kingpin and
his henchmen.

There was a distant rumble and the horizon burst into
light, the explosion sending bright-orange flames into
the sky to silhouette the rooftops of our home town of
Bromley.

Had to be Zack.

I might learn the details of tonight's adventure when
he returned later, but in all likelihood the only thing I'd
get from him would be a grunt as he pushed past me
to the fridge for a snack. He was always hungry after a
mission. That was his style: peckish after, and reluctant
before. He'd never wanted the responsibility of being a
superhero, not from that first moment when a purple-
caped, egg-headed alien called Zorbon the Decider had
chosen him to save the world. Zack couldn’t see the point
of having powers and it was never far from his thoughts.
Earlier that evening he'd brought it up for the gazillionth

ime.
“And another thing,” he'd said as we washed up the
dinner dishes together. “Superheroes are expensive.”
“But you don’t get paid,” I reminded him.
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James and, the
Giant Peach
. Select three adjectives to show James had a good life (V - 1
mark)
. What does the word “vast” mean? (V - 1 mark)
(P - 1 mark)
. What animal killed James’ parents? (R - 1 mark)
. Do think the narrator likes Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker?
Explain (I/E - 2 marks) plar




