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1. How does the author emphasis the fact that the star’s size keeps increasing?


2. How do you think the author wants the reader to feel when they read ‘blazing down, the size of the moon, a deep gloomy red?


3. How did the astronomers know that the star had stopped moving?


4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Why does the author ask lots of questions at the end of this section of text?
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Bigger and BIGger. Each night it was
BIGGER.

Bigger than the Dog-star, the large,
coloured twinkler at the heel of the Hunter
Orion.

Bigger than Jupiter, the great blazing
planet.

Everybody could see it clearly, night
after night, as it grew and Grew and GREW.
They stared up with frightened faces.

Till at last it hung there in the sky over
the world, blazing down, the size of the
moon, a deep, gloomy red. And now there
could be only one explanation. That star was
getting bigger because it was getting nearer.
And nearer and NEARer and NEARER.

It was rushing towards the world.

Faster than a bullet.

Faster than any rocket.
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Faster even than a meteorite.

And if it hit the world at that speed, why,
the whole world would simply be blasted to
bits in the twinkling of an eye. It would be
like an Express train hitting a bowl of
goldfish.

No wonder the people stared up with
frightened faces. No wonder the
astronomers watched it through their
telescopes with worried frowns.

But all of a sudden — a strange thing!

The star seemed to have stopped.

There it hung, a deep and gloomy red,
just the size of the moon. It got no smaller. It
got no bigger. It wasn’t coming any nearer.
But it wasn’t going away either.

Now everybody tried to explain why and
how this was. What had happened? What
'was happening? What was going to happen?
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That tiny star was definitely getting
bigger. And not just bigger. But bigger and




