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There are many different opinions about deforestation. Some people believe that deforestation is a necessary part of life today. Many people rely on rainforest wood for building, as well as meat and crops from farmed rainforest land. On the other hand, some people believe that deforestation must be stopped because it is destroying the habitats of animals, and causing many animals to become extinct. This balanced argument will explore both sides of the argument to discuss whether or not deforestation should be stopped.
Firstly, deforestation should be stopped because more than half of the world's species of plants and animals are found in the rainforests. Continuing to chop down trees and destroy habitats would causes these species to become endangered and possibly extinct. Furthermore, it is estimated that there are over 5 million undiscovered species living in the rainforest. If we do not stop deforestation, we could eradicate entire species which are yet to be discovered.
In addition to this, rainforests are home to an estimated 100 tribes – 77 of which are located in the Amazon Rainforest alone. These tribes are known as “uncontacted” tribes as they have no contact with the outside world. By cutting down rainforests, we would be destroying the homes and lives of these rainforests tribes. It is widely speculated that if deforestation continues, these tribes will not survive.
On the other hand, the world’s population is currently at 7 billion and this is increasing at a rapid rate. The earth is running out of space for houses to provide shelter for all of these people. Chopping down the rainforests creates additional space on which houses and amenities such as shops and businesses can be built in order to allow the human inhabitants of the earth to thrive. Without this additional space, humans may be homeless or forced to live in cramped conditions. Research shows that an estimated 100 million people are homeless worldwide. For this reason, deforestation must continue in order to reduce this number.  
In addition to the shortage of housing, the rising population is also creating a food shortage. Providing enough food for 7 billion people is no easy job and farms around the world are finding it increasingly difficult to meet the demand. Therefore it is necessary to chop down rainforests in order to provide further space for farmland and cattle. By creating additional farms, farmers around the world will be able to supply enough food to adequately feed the global population. If deforestation does not continue, the percentage of people starving in the world would likely increase greatly from the current 10% of the world’s population.
In summary, there are arguments for and against deforestation and opinions will always differ. I personally believe that deforestation should be stopped because rainforests are an essential part of our planet. They provide oxygen, absorb carbon dioxide and house 50% of the animal and plant species of the planet. However, others may believe that deforestation should continue as cutting down the rainforest provides fuel, wood, paper and land for farming, mining and cattle ranching. What do you think?
