	
Narrative Myths & Legends knowledge organiser


	Features
· A story which is presented as true and provides an explanation for a natural phenomenon such as how the world was created. They can also pass on cultural, spiritual or religious beliefs.
· Usually involves a quest or journey 
· Has villains and heroes 
· It is written in 3rd person
	PIE
Main purpose: entertain





These stories are mostly to Entertain, but also Inform with ideas of how things may have come about. 

Examples: Pandora’s Box, Theseus and the Minotaur, Persephone, and Perseus.
	Word Bank
Heroes
Mesmerising, enchanting, captivating, enthralling, gallant, courageous, intrepid, valiant, fearless, resolute, daring


Villians
Vindictive, diabolical, devious, deceitful, malicious, mischievous, embittered, resentful, vengeful, seething, wrathful, incensed

Danger & Disaster
[bookmark: _GoBack]Labyrinth, quest, challenge, deception, disguise, sage, trial, catastrophe, tragedy, misfortune, woe, adversity, hardship, affliction
	
  Mythical Places
  Mystical, fabled, rumoured, ancient, faraway, legendary, utopian, imaginary, magical, distant, fantastical

Victims
Forlom, defenceless, abandoned, distressed, mournful, wretched, inconsolable, deceived, betrayed, rejected, helpless

Mythical Creatures
Demon, dragon, gorgon, golem, mermaid, minotaur, phoenix, unicorn, Valkyrie, centaur, vampire, cyclops, fawn, satyr, harpy, siren, Pegasus


	Useful Phrases
There was a time when….
In the days of ….
In ages past…..
This is a tale….
You may have heard….
In the blink of an eye, Hercules hurled the golden spear with the strength of a mighty army…..
When NAME learned of this ….
Considering all the options…
Despite feeling…..
For seven days and seven nights…..
	
	
	

	Grammar
· Time conjunctions 
· Fronted adverbials 
· Expanded noun phrases
· Powerful imagery (similes, metaphors)
· Variety of sentence lengths (short for suspense, long, complex for description)


	
	Top Tips

· Include lots of description of hero, mythical beast or setting
· Include similes and metaphors to help reader imagine
· Ensure your mythical creature has a weakness
· Include objects to help the hero to save the day





