Buttercups

Goldilocks buttercup

Often found in woodland

Missing or deformed petals are common in this Goldilocks buttercup

Leaf at base of plant




Lesser celandine

7 to 12 petals usually Heart-shaped leaves
Celery-leaved buttercup

This type of buttercup is found in wet places

Leaves are shown clearly Small flowers




Bulbous buttercup

Flower showing turned-back sepals Leaflets have stalks

Lesser spearwort

The leaves are not lobed Some leaves have teeth




Creeping buttercup

Flower with grooved stem The leaflets have stalks

Meadow buttercup

. Leaves are hairy

e

Leaflets do not have stalks Flower stalk without grooves




Buttercup Classification Key

Do most flowers have 7 to
12 petals (and three sepals)?

/\

Lesser celandine

Are the leaves lobed?

/\

Yes

Does the open flower have
its sepals turned back?

No

Lesser spearwort

ST

Yes

Bulbous buttercup

Do the leaves have lots of tiny hairs?

- T

Yes

Does the flower stalk
have clear grooves?

/T~

st
Creeping Meadow
buttercup buttercup

No

Are the flowers tiny
(less than 1 cm across)?

N

Goldilocks
buttercup

Celery-leaved
buttercup




