Buttercup Classification Key

Do most flowers have 7 to
12 petals (and three sepals)?

/\

Lesser celandine

Are the leaves lobed?

/\

Yes

Does the open flower have
its sepals turned back?

No

Lesser spearwort

ST

Yes

Bulbous buttercup

Do the leaves have lots of tiny hairs?
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Yes

Does the flower stalk
have clear grooves?
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Creeping Meadow
buttercup buttercup

No

Are the flowers tiny
(less than 1 cm across)?

N

Goldilocks
buttercup

Celery-leaved
buttercup




