
What Does This Word or Phrase Suggest? 
 
Hi Aunty Sylvie 
 
Just a quick note to update you about my latest activities.  I have to say that you 
were right – as always!  It wasn’t as bad as I’d imagined it to be.  The first few days 
were tough though.  I kept forgetting everyone's name and I got lost an embarrassing 
amount of times, but there was always someone willing to help out and the teachers 
have been pretty patient with me so far. 
 
As you suggested, I have found a new friend.  He’s at least 6ft tall already and his 
name is Tiny!  Well, it’s Thomas really but that’s just his nickname.  I thought I was 
about to experience a whole world of pain when I first met him.  I was convinced 
that he was going to flush my head down a toilet and nick my lunch money.  He’s 
just a gentle giant really and he’s helped me out enormously over the last few weeks.  
He likes football too, which is a bonus, and he’s amazing in goal – no one can get a 
ball past him!  
 
Anyway, I just wanted to thank you for your words of advice.  They were much 
appreciated. 
 
Love (your super intelligent and handsome nephew) Jackson x 
 
 
• ‘It wasn’t as bad as I’d imagined it to be.’  What does this sentence suggest 

about what Jackson thought his first few days at school would be like? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
• ‘I thought I was about to experience a whole world of pain...’  What does this 

suggest about Jackson’s first impressions of Tiny? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• ‘He’s just a gentle giant really...’  What does this tell us about Tiny’s real 

personality? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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What Does This Word or Phrase Suggest? 
 
Hi Aunty Sylvie 
 
Just a quick note to update you about my latest activities.  I have to say that you 
were right – as always!  It wasn’t as bad as I’d imagined it to be.  The first few days 
were tough though.  I kept forgetting everyone's name and I got lost an embarrassing 
amount of times, but there was always someone willing to help out and the teachers 
have been pretty patient with me so far. 
 
As you suggested, I have found a new friend.  He’s at least 6ft tall already and his 
name is Tiny!  Well, it’s Thomas really but that’s just his nickname.  I thought I was 
about to experience a whole world of pain when I first met him.  I was convinced 
that he was going to flush my head down a toilet and nick my lunch money.  He’s 
just a gentle giant really and he’s helped me out enormously over the last few weeks.  
He likes football too, which is a bonus, and he’s amazing in goal – no one can get a 
ball past him!  
 
Anyway, I just wanted to thank you for your words of advice.  They were much 
appreciated. 
 
Love (your super intelligent and handsome nephew) Jackson x 
 
 
• ‘It wasn’t as bad as I’d imagined it to be.’  What does this sentence suggest 

about what Jackson thought his first few days at school would be like? 
The word ‘imagined’ means to form a mental image or concept of something.  This 
sentence suggests that Jackson had imagined it to be a bad experience but, as he 
suggests, it turned out to be better than that. 
 
• ‘I thought I was about to experience a whole world of pain...’  What does this 

suggest about Jackson’s first impressions of Tiny? 
This suggests to us that Jackson thought he was about to get hurt by Tiny.  Jackson 
must have considered Tiny to be a threat when he first saw him, probably due to his 
size and the fact that he was intentionally blocking Jackson’s path. 

 
• ‘He’s just a gentle giant really...’  What does this tell us about Tiny’s real 

personality? 
The word ‘gentle’ means to be kind or tender.  The word ‘giant’ refers to his 
enormous size.  So this suggests that Tiny was a very kind and tender person despite 
being very large. 
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