Mark schemes

1.

Award 1 mark for each correct choice.
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up to 4 marks

Award 1 mark for answers which refer to Kevin’s wish to conceal his find or give
a motive related to the text, eg:

. he wanted to keep his find a secret;
. his friend might have told others / an adult.

Award 2 marks for answers that give one of the following text-based reasons for
his wish to conceal his find

. so that an adult would not take it away from him;

. he wanted his friend to think that he had found something unimportant so
that he wouldn’t pester him about it;

. he wanted to be able to have a quiet look at it on his own first of all.
up to 2 marks

Award 1 mark for answers that refer to the ‘insect’s’ unremarkable appearance
or behaviour, eg:

. it looked / acted so normally / didn’t look as good as before;

. it behaved like any other insect;

. because he expected it to be more like an alien;

. he had spent the whole afternoon thinking about it so when he looked at it,

it was an anti-climax.
Do not accept imprecise answers, eg:

. it wasn’t what he thought it might be.
1 mark

(@ Award 1 mark for answers that indicate clearly that Kevin wanted help to
identify his ‘insect’, eg:

. he thought Mr Cooper would tell him what his bug was;



. he wanted to find out more about the bug.
Do not accept answers which simply restate aspects of the question, eg:
. he went to see Mr Cooper about the bug;

. to show Mr Cooper the photograph.

1 mark
(b) Award 1 mark for answers referring to Mr. Cooper’s disbelief or ridicule,
eg:
. he though he was being tricked / he thougth Kevin had made a
model;
. he did not take it seriously / he laughed / he was sarcastic.
1 mark

Award 1 mark for identifying each of the following occasions, up to a maximum
of 2:

. when his friend asked him / when he found it / in the playground;

. when he showed it (the photograph) to Mr Cooper / in the science lab.
Also accept correct references to paragraph and page number, eg:

. top of page 6 / first paragraph on page 6;

. or reference to any part or whole of page 7.
up to 2 marks

Award 1 mark for two correctly identified features.

Award 2 marks for three correctly identified features from the following:

. it lived in a metal / shiny / unusual egg;

. it appeared to be made up of three other insects / creatures;
. it left an unusual / light and thin slime trail,

. it ate brick or plaster / destroyed buildings;

. it could not be found in any reference books on insects;

. the science teacher did not recognise it.

Do not accept answers which are based solely on Kevin’s own speculations or
which could refer to ordinary creatures:

. it arrived in lightning / in a storm / in a spaceship;

. it reproduced very quickly / in heat.
up to 2 marks

Award 1 mark for two or three correctly matched pairs of items.

Award 2 marks for all pairs correctly matched:



10.

Event Kevin's feelings

finds egg horrified
discovers bug secretive
friend asks what he's found excited
tries to identify bug % puzzled
sees hundreds of slime trails / ‘\* curious

up to 2 marks

Award 1 mark for without success.

1 mark

Award 1 mark for a simple, general reason, eg:

loner, because he didn’t tell anyone about his bug;

he’s not a loner, he’s got a friend.

Award 2 marks for answers that justify the reason either with reference to at
least one specific section of text or to a partially developed generalisation about
Kevin’s character / motives, eg:

he is a loner. He deliberately hid the fact that he had found the bug from
his friends and teacher;

he is not a loner usually because he’s got a friend that wants to help him
out and know what he’s up to.

Award 3 marks for developed answers that describe Kevin’s character or
analyse his motives, with reference to the text, including answers which attempt
to justify both sides of the argument, eg:

I think he is a loner by nature because he was generally very secretive
about the bug, not telling his friends or parents. He spent a lot of time
alone with his bug and no one seemed surprised or wanted to know what
he was doing;

I think he was a loner because he wanted to keep the bug a secret until he
was sure what it was. As soon as he was certain that it was special, he
wanted to tell his friends and the whole world about it and be on TV;

he had lots of friends, as it says ‘one of his friends’, giving the impression
that he had quite a few. He had liked his first year at his school, where
there are lots of new people. He wasn't a loner, just ‘secretive’.

up to 3 marks

Award 1 mark for answers which suggest a plausible ending or subsequent
event but at a very general level. These answers often fail to recognise the
potential disaster, eg:

there will be no more school for Kevin to go to;
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. eventually someone may find the bugs and get rid of the bugs without
realising how unusual they are;

. Kevin might well find his bug and feed it / keep it / get rich;

. even more babies will be produced and even more babies and everyone
will have one.

Award 2 marks for answers more directly related to the central events in the
story and which show the consequences for the school or the bug or Kevin, eg:

. the school / town would slowly get eaten by the bugs;
. the school will probably be built up again and the bugs killed;
. Kevin will find his insect but its babies will eat the school;

. Kevin’s fear would come true and he wouldn’t have to go to school any
more because there would be no school for him to go to;

. Kevin will get into a load of trouble because the bugs eat the bricks.

Award 3 marks for well-developed answers which consider the consequences
for both Kevin and the bug or surrounding buildings, eg:

. Kevin might get into a lot of trouble because the science teacher may
remember his strange photo and link it to the mysterious destruction of the
school buildings;

. | think it will eat the whole school and Kevin will be transferred along with
all his friends. After 100 years the whole earth will be eaten and it will all be
Kevin’s fault.

Also award 3 marks for answers which build on the science fiction nature of the
story, eg:

. I think the bugs will be taken away by a space-ship that comes to take
them back to their planet but one will be left on Earth in a metal egg for
someone else to find.

up to 3 marks

Answers must relate to the box ticked. If no box has been ticked, award a mark
only if the justification clearly relates to a specific title.

Award 1 mark for responses that either relate some specific feature of the story
only to the words in the chosen title or which provide reasoning that could apply
to any of the titles, eg:

. the bug was probably from out of this world / from another world (Out of
this World);

. Kevin had an adventure because of the bug (An Awfully Big Adventure);

. the bug was so weird (Out of this World / Spooky Stories / Once Upon A
Time);

. it sounds like something that couldn’t really happen (Out of this World /
Spooky Stories / Once Upon A Time).



Do not accept answers which restate the words of the title without adequate
explanation, eg:

. it’s / the story is from out of this world.

Award 2 marks for answers that either consider the features of the genre to be
found in the story or speculate about the contents of the selected title, eg:

. the bug was definitely extraterrestrial, as it had strange powers and had
started to destroy the earth;

. ‘Out of this World’ sounds as if it is a science fiction book because they are
usually about things that come from another planet;

. Kevin’s big adventure ended up so bad that he’s now facing the danger
that the whole world is about to be destroyed (An Awfully Big Adventure).
up to 2 marks



