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TEAM SPORTS
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Association football, or soccer is often called the
“beautiful game” and is one of the most popular
sports on the planet. Whether it is played on a
street corner or in front of thousands of fans,
the sport combines speed, strength,
and skill to produce an
exciting spectacle. p A orld’s best
The top tournament for

national football teams is the
World Cup, which is held
Toes and heads every four ye
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and hands. Players can use their chests (o - 11-a-side game. These include
control a bouncing ball, or their heads 1o \ 7 indoor games, such as five-a-side
clear a high cross or leap full-length 1o score / and futsal, and even beach soccer

with a spectacular diving header which is played on a sand pitch
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Opposing teams wear kits of

|
different colouss so that the >
players, referee, and fans can tell @A
them apart. Goalkeepers wear 4 \¥

clothes that look different from

the rest of their own team
so that the 1

ee can
spot them easily in a

crowded penalty area.

PIaylng as a team
feams can use different tactics to beat their opposition. They can choose
1o play with a lot of defenders. These players help the goalkeeper to
protect their own goal and stop the opposition from scori
could choose to play with a lot of forwards, instead. Forwards
attacking
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ers who can create and score goals. In between the
d the defenders are the midfielders. They must be able to
and link the teams defenders and attackers 11





