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A dash can be used:

· Instead of commas in an embedded clause
When the food finally arrived – almost an hour late – she wasn’t hungry anymore.

· Instead of brackets
Sophie looked at the corrections she had to do in Maths - 15 of them - and sighed.
Josh bought a bicycle—a green MaxAir—to ride to and from school every morning.

· Instead of a colon adding information at the end of a sentence.
There was only one thing missing from the pirate ship—pirates. 
After months of deliberation, the judge finally came to a decision – guilty.

Using dashes makes the clause a lot more powerful as it stands out more.




















Semi-colon:

· The semi-colon is similar to a comma and doesn’t come to a complete stop like a full stop does.
· When reading a sentence with a semi-colon, you pause for longer than a comma, but not as long as if it were a full stop.
· A semi-colon can join two clauses using conjunction words like: however, although, therefore.
· A semi-colon is stronger than a comma.
· The semi-colon separates a sentence with two clauses that are about the same thing. 
You tried your hardest; second place is a good finish.
I like chocolate; however, I don’t like dark chocolate.
· A semi-colon can show contrast, like with a ‘some / others’ sentence or a ‘before / now’ sentence.
Some think he is a good man; others believe he is cold and heartless.
Before, it was a bustling tourist destination; now it is a decrepit ghost town.









Colons to separate independent clauses:

· ‘Description : detail’ sentence
· The first part of the sentence describes something, the second part gives more detail.  The two parts are separated by a colon.
The fence was ancient and rotten: it hung off its hinges like an old rag.


