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té t was a fine sunny day, and the only
4,

dark cloud around was Manchan’s face,
scowling at his family. Fora week now his mother
had been hinting at a surprise and at last he had
found out what it was. Her brother, the abbot
from the monastery across the lake, had come to
collect him, for Manchan was going to be sent
to become a monk. A monk for heaven’s sake!

‘Don't say that, said Brother Abstemius.

‘Say what?’ said Manchan.

“You know what, said Brother Abstemius,
and Manchan sighed.

‘Right, he said. ‘Sorry’

‘For your penance, XNz
added Brother Abstemius, G’J&H\\Q\%

‘you shall peel two bushels
of turnips for Brother
Cook. He needs them for
breakfast in the morning.’

Tirnips!  For  breakfast,

moaned Manchan, though
not out loud. Brother :
Abstemius was watching A m@@

him much too closely for that. Was this how
being a monk was going to be?

‘Theres nothing wrong with monking, said
Manchan’s mother, glaring at him. ‘Its a very
respectable profession. People will look up to you!

Great, thought Manchan, his mind still reeling
from the turnips.

‘Is “monking” really a word?’ asked Man-
chan’s sister Meabh. ‘It doesn’t sound like a
word to me.

‘Of course it’s a word, said Manchan’s father,
who couldn’t read. ‘Its a word hke fishing,
or hurling, or singing. He listed off the three
things in hife that were the most important to
him. Now monking was added to the list.*Good
man, Manchan, he said. “You'll bring honour to

the family

&

Manchin frowned."Why can’t | bring honour
to the famly by fishing or hurling or singing?’
he asked. ‘Like you do!

His father scratched his head but couldn't
come up with an answer. He gave up and waited

for Manchan’s mother to explain.

Extract from ‘Mucking About’ by John

Chambers

uestions

1) Use a dictionary to find the definitions
for:
a) Penance
b) Profession
c) Reeling
d) Monastery

2) What was the only dark cloud?
3) What was the surprise?

4) What were the turnips for?

5) Where was the monastery?

Challenge

6) How does the author portray the father’'s
character? What makes you think this?

7) Why did Manchan’s mother want him to
be a monk? Support your answer with
evidence from the text.

Extension question

8) Find the word ‘great’ in the text. Why is
this written in italics?




