
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extract from ‘Mucking About’ by John 
Chambers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Questions 

1) Use a dictionary to find the definitions 

for: 

a) Penance 
b) Profession 
c) Reeling 
d) Monastery  

 
2) What was the only dark cloud? 

3) What was the surprise? 

4) What were the turnips for? 

5) Where was the monastery? 
 

Challenge 

6) How does the author portray the father’s 
character? What makes you think this? 
 

7) Why did Manchán’s mother want him to 

be a monk? Support your answer with 

evidence from the text.   

Extension question 
 
8) Find the word ‘great’ in the text. Why is 
this written in italics?  
 


