DISTRAUGHT is how the residents in the small village of Woodbury are feeling after discovering their local Fruit and Veg store ‘Farmhouse Fair’ has become the latest victim of the phantom pineapple pincher.

Mr. Tato, a well-known, trustworthy member of the community, made the shocking discovery in the early hours of Friday morning.  As he opened up his popular Fruit and Veg shop, he noticed that a whopping 25 pineapples (accounting for all of the pineapple stock) were missing.

When questioned about the incident, Mr. Tato responded, “This is absurd! I cannot understand where my fruit has got to.  It must have been stolen, unless of course, someone is playing a very inappropriate practical joke.”

Mr. Tato apparently found one lonely pineapple near to the front door entrance to his store, which could have been dropped by the perpetrators.  There is no evidence of forced entry, which has left local police puzzled because Mr. Tato and an elderly cleaner are the only people who hold a key.  Investigators are currently trying to find out who is to blame for this unprovoked attack.  It is thought that a group of young male teenagers could be responsible.

PC Robins, who is leading the investigation, stated, “This is a callous attack which has jeopadised the reputation of our community.  Someone must know something,”

Mr. Tato revealed that the shop was left in a tidy state and nothing, apart from the prickly goods, were missing.  However, the question still remains – who would want to take 25 pineapples and why?

Unless Mr. Tato has gone bananas!
