Grannie

I stayed with her when I was six then went
To live elsewhere when I was eight years old.
For ages I remembered her faint scent

Of lavender, the way she'd never scold

No matter what I'd done, and most of all

The way her smile seemed, somehow, to enfold
My whole world like a warm, protective shawl.

I knew that I was safe when she was near,
She was so tall, so wide, so large, she would
Stand mountainous between me and my fear,
Yet oh, so gentle, and she understood

Every hope and dream I ever had.

She praised me lavishly when I was good,
But never punished me when I was bad.

1. Find and copy one word from the first verse that shows that the poet's grannie made
him feel safe when he was a boy.

1 mark

2. How did the poet's grannie react when he behaved badly?

1 mark

3.  The poet describes his grannie as standing mountainous between me and my fear. This
makes her sound big and powerful.

What other impressions do you get of his grannie in the same verse?

Give two impressions.

2 marks



